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After Jorene retired we started to think 
about what we might like to do when we 
grew up.  We did a lot of traveling back 
and forth to New York and Florida visiting 
family, for several years looking around at 
places we might like  In fact right after 
Rodger retired, he and Corey Knapp drove 
to Florida playing golf along the way, then 
Corey got on a plane so he could go back to 
work and Jorene flew in to Tampa the 
same day and we visited Rodger's Mother 
for a week or so, then we drove up the east 
coast to Binghamton, New York to visit 
Jorene's Mom, and stayed the summer at a 
family cottage in Pennsylvania, then late in 
the summer came back to Livermore.  
Rodger and Corey made another trip two 
years later going from Livermore to 
Newark, NJ where again Jorene met 
Rodger, staying the summer then home.  
We had visited Del Webb Communities in 
AZ and in Las Vegas and liked what we saw, 
then all of a sudden, Del Webb built their 
first community in Northern California in 
Roseville and we were smitten as they say.  
We were there for 20 years, but had been 
thinking of something like this for number 
of years.  Several years ago we did go to a 
presentation on Stoneridge Creek in 
Pleasanton and but even then thought it 
was going to be pricey.  We also looked at 

Heritage in Livermore and liked it.  In fact, 
we had some neighbors that moved there a 
few years ago.  About 10 years ago, the 
California Masonic Fraternity opened Acacia 
Creek and another neighbor moved here 
then and has really liked it.  I am a Mason, 
for 54 years, and that was some of the draw, 
but our son Joe, lives in Fremont, just down 
the street. and that has also been part of 
the motivation.  We finally made the 
decision last December, and then, well you 
all know what we have all endured.  We 
moved in April 1st, really good timing!!!  And 
have only seen Joe across the car hood when 
he delivers our groceries, but even that has 
been a joy. 
 

Right now we get 3 meals a day, delivered to 
our apartment, and they are pretty good.  
We have been apartment bound pretty 
much, but the fitness center and pool are 
open and the staff has really worked hard in 
trying to keep us entertained.  And probably 
being tied down has let us entertain 
ourselves putting things away and getting 
organized. 
 

As to the move. stuff is right.  We moved 
once in Livermore, then to Sun City in 
Roseville, each time to a bigger place.  Then 
we moved here to a place about the size of 
our 1st house in Livermore.  Wow, did we 
have to pitch stuff! 
 

Anyway, we are here, the house in Sun City 
is in escrow, and I would hope, only one 
LAST MOVE to make. 
 

Hope to see some of you soon at something. 
All the best, 

Rodger and Jorene 
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Notifications Upon Death Of Retirees 
 

The following are current instructions for survivors of Sandia retirees: 

 

Published 09/01/2019 12:59 PM     Updated 04/29/2020 03:11 PM 

 

My family member was a retiree from Sandia and passed away.  What do I need to do? 

 

Brief Description 

Provides direction for the family of a retired Sandian in the event of their passing 

 

Content Eligibility 

All employee, retirees, and survivor annuitants 

 

Answer 

If you have lost a loved one, we at Sandia extend our condolences. 

 

You should notify HR Solutions at 505-284-4700.  HR has a representative to assist you. 

 

The following are suggested steps and information about benefits procedures for a family member of a 

sandia retiree: 

 

•   After Sandia receives notice, a Sandia representative will provide notice to Prudential Retirement Services 

to stop future annuity payments.  Any pension benefits the retiree receives will cease the month following the 

date of death.  (The pension amount for the month in which the retiree passes will not be affected.)  In the 

event any annuity payments are made to the participant’s account after the month the retiree dies, Prudential 

will reclaim any overpayments by contacting the retiree’s bank or their estate administrator. 

 

•   Sandia will provide information to you, the eligible beneficiary(ies), regarding benefits that are payable as 

a result of the retiree’s passing. 

 

•   Sandia must receive a certified copy of the death certificate before paying any benefits due to you. 

 

•   If life insurance is available, Sandia will initiate a claim with Prudential Life Insurance.  Prudential will 

then contact you directly to obtain information required to process the claim. 

 

•   If the retiree had voluntary supplemental life insurance coverage through MetLife, you should contact 

MetLife Customer Service at 866-492-6983 to submit a claim. 

 

•   Sandia will notify Via Benefits of the retiree’s passing, in order to stop any health insurance benefits.  You 

should refer to the Sandia Health Benefits Plan for Retirees Summary Plan Description for more information 

about the process. 
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If there is a surviving spouse of a deceased retiree: 

 

•   That spouse may be eligible for continued health insurance starting from the first of the month after the 

retiree passes away.  Via Benefits will contact you, the surviving spouse, within 14 business days after Sandia 

provides notice of death to assist the spouse with surviving spouse coverate. 

 

•   For Surviving Spouse premium questions, you should refer to Via Benefits for assistance. 

 

•   Surviving Spouses are only eligible for Sandia Total Health medical coverage.  If you are a surviving 

spouse and would like to continue the Sandia Dental, you can do so with COBRA.  A COBRA packet will be 

sent to you. 

 

•   If you remarry, you are no longer eligible for the Retiree Health Benefits and cannot add your new spouse 

to the plan.  If you are Dual Sandians, please contact HR Solutions. 

 

•   If the retiree has a 401(k) balance in the Sandia Savings and Income Plan, please contact Fidelity’s 

Beneficiary Qualification Services directly to initiate a service request.  Fidelity’s beneficiary qualification 

services will contact you about your distribution options, and the value of the 401(k) inherited.  Fidelity will 

process the transfer of the 401(k) inherited after you supply all requested documents. 

 

Benefits procedures for named survivor’s death: 

 

The following are suggested steps and information about benefits procedures for a retiree following their 

named survivor’s death: 

 

•   If the retiree elected a survivor annuity at the time of retirement, upon receipt of a copy of the death 

certificate, Sandia will initiate a popup annuity effective the first of the month following the named aurvivor’s 

date of death. 

 

•   Sandia will provide information to the retiree about how to update you on any remaining benefits 

applicable. 

 

•   If the named survivor is also the retiree’s spouse, Sandia will notify Via Benefits of the named survivor’s 

passing, in order to stop any health insurance benefits.  You can refer to the Sandia Health Benefits Plan for 

Retirees Summary Plan Description for more information about this process. 

 

Additional Resources 

•   Contact: 

HR Solutions:  505-284-4700 

 

MetLife Customer Service:  866-492-6983 

 

Via Benefits:  1-888-598-7809 (TTY:711) 

 

•   Related documents: 

Sandia Health Benefits Plan for Retirees Summary Plan Description 

https://ebview.com/pdfgenerator/ViewPdf/Sandia/2019/2019_Retiree_SPD_FNL.pdf 
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From the Lab News: 

Memories: 

2005 

2007 

Harriett Skoog, Judee Bohrer, 

Hal Norris, Jim Muir 
Lois Strandin, Pat Miller, 

Christie O’Shea 
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More from the Lab News: 

More Memories: 

2010 2012 

Gail Bryan, Joe Treml, Marge 

Mederios, Connie and Ray Baldonado 
Gordon Van Gundia, Marv Loll 
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Recent Deaths: 
 

       Name Date 
 

Ron Hafner 05-06-20 
Dorothy Wiemken 05-17-20 
Jerry Huntting 06-02-20 
Ralph Cozine 06-10-20 
Jack Merideth 06-28-20 
Barry Schrader 06-30-20 
William Hobson 07-17-20 
Don Putz 08-09-20 

RASCAL Board Members: 
 
Chair: Marie Dremalas 
Secretary: Bonnie Ladd 
Treasurer: Roger Everett 
Database/Distribution: Jim Muir 
 Glenda Muir 
Historian: Gail Bryan 
Newsletter Editor: Bernie Marx 
Member-at-Large: Jim Bartel 

 

Thank You 

A big thank you to the RASCALs that have 
contributed articles and photos for the 
newsletter. 
AND, as we're sure you have suspected, we will 
NOT be having our Annual Christmas Social. 
The rules established by the CDC and Governor 
Newsom prohibit our kind of gathering. 
We hope your Holidays are most pleasant. 

Be safe and well. 
Now go wash your hands. 
 


